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Historical Note on the First Newspaper 


Stamps of the Austrian Empire. 


‘ 
By JuLes Bovuvez. 


Of all the postage stamps of Europe which were employed for’ the pre- 
payment of newspapers, those first issued by the Empire of Austria are 
unquestionably the rarest. The reason for this, as well as the method of their 
employment, is a question which has frequently been asked by philatelists. 
In order to answer it, it will suffice if we give a history of the stamps, their 
introduction and use. 

All the decrees relating to the internal postal service of Austria, with the 
exception of Hungary and Transylvania, were based on the postal law which 
went into effect on July ist, 1838, (rescriptof November sth, 1837). In 
Hungary and in the adjacent provinces the new postal law did not go into 
effect until 1851, and, with a few exceptions, the law referred to was based in 
its main articles on the rescript mentioned. By this law the transportation of 
packets was relieved of the special restrictions, which separated it ‘entirely 
from the ordinary postal service. At the same time, other important restric- 
tions were added to the regulations in use up to that time. It was thus that 
the Postal Administration determined exactly the objects of correspondence 
over which it exercised a monopoly. 

As far as the journals and newspapers were concerned, they were subject 
to this monopoly when they were transported in packages or in cases. In 
this case the shipment had to be addressed to one and the same addressee, and 
was not permitted to contain objects of different kinds addressed to various 
parties. The transportation of newspapers formed a special branch of the 
postal service. Subscriptions to journals appearing in the Austrian Hungarian 
monarchy, with the exception of certain official papers, were taken directly 
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from the publishers. Post offices and persons that had not obtained explicit 
authority were not permitted to solicit or take subscriptions for periodical 
publications. ‘The post offices accepted subscriptions to foreign journals only 
and in addition only a certain limited number of offices were authorized to 
order directly from the publishers. 

In order to facilitate the service as much as possible, without increasing 
the staff, an order of the Minister of Commerce, dated September rath, 1850, 
decreed the issue of a special postage stamp, without indication of value, and 
which was intended exclusively for the use of publishers of native journals. 

This stamp (of the value of o.6kr) was to be used only for journals 
published in and directed to the interior of the Kingdom. At first, it was 
typographed in blue on thin white wove paper at the Imperial printing office 
in Vienna. As indicated in the catalogues, it was not perforated, and meas- 
ured 19% mm. on each side. It represented the head of Mercury turned to the 
left in a square, double-lined, surrounded by the inscription “ K. k. Zeitungs 
Post Stempel”. It must be remarked that this stamp was sold exclusively to 
publishers of journals, who bought it, at the place of issue, at the price of 
1 florin 5 kreuzers per hundred and later on for 1 florin. 

Each copy of a newspaper, no matter what its size, had to bear a stamp 
of this character. Periodical publications which appeared as pamphlets once 
per week, per fortnight or per month, were also compelled to bear one of 
these stamps for each half ounce of weight. 

The publishers of journals delivered to the post offices of the Kingdom 
other publications, packed in such a manner that all the copies destined for 
distribution by the same bureau were in one package, bearing the address of 
the bureau and, on another part of the wrapper, the number of copies con- 
tained in the package, each one of these copies bearing one of the special 
stamps in question. The Austrian Administration of Posts soon realized the 
necessity of using a single stamp for a packet, in order to facilitate still fur- 
ther the work of the postal bureaus as well as that of the publishers. For 
this reason the Minister of Commerce decreed, by an order issued December 
3d, 1850 (that is to say, scarcely three months after his first order), the crea- 
tion of two new stamps of the same type as the preceding, one being in yellow 
and the other in rose. The first represented the value of ten blue stamps 
and was to be attached to packages containing ten copies of a newspaper ; 
the second, of the value of fifty blue stamps, was to be used for packages 
containing fifty copies. 

The two new values, placed on sale on December 15th, 1850, were, like 
their predecessor, typographed on thin white wove paper. 

About six months later (July rst, 1851) a second printing of the three 
values was made, but a thick white paper was used and this printing resulted 
in the stamps of the second type. 

Finally, the third printing was made on February 15th, 1851, on yellowish 
coated paper, but in this printing the quantity of rose stamps was extremely 
small, as this value was retained in use only until October roth, 1852. After 
that date, the stamp was sold and used for the same purpose as the blue 
stamp of the value of o.6kr, which until then had been employed only for the 
prepayment of single numbers. 

This measure was determined upon as the statistics showed only a small 
number of packets containing fifty copies, the publishers, with rare exceptions, 
sending the newspapers to the post offices in packages weighing less than 
fifteen ounces and containing not more than twenty to twenty-five copies. 

Four years later, on March 2ist, 1856, at the time of another printing of 
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the blue stamp on thick coated paper, the stamp in yellow was replaced by 
a red stamp of the value of ten blue stamps. Finally, this red stamp was 
withdrawn from sale on November rst, 1858, as a result of an order of the 
Minister of Commerce, dated October 14th, 1858. After the last date, there 
remained for use on journals in the territory of Austria Hungary, including 
the Kingdom of Lombardy Venice, a single stamp, representing the tax on 
one newspaper. 

The period of employment in the Kingdom of Austria Hungary of the 
three first stamps for newspapers, which are generally known as “ Mercurys”’, 
may therefore be classsd as follows : 


1. Blue stamp, value of o.6kr., from September 12th, 1850 to November 
ist, 1858. 

2. Yellow stamp, value of 6kr., from December 3d, 1850 to March 
aist, 1856. 

3. Rose stamp, value of 3okr., from December 3d, 1850 to October 
roth, 1852. 

4. Red stamp,{value 6kr., from March 21st, 1856 to November rst, 1858. 


No exact figures are obtainable as to the quantities used of each of the 
different values. However, according to Mr. G. B. Knisman, a philatelist 
who has closely studied these stamps, it is not believed that more than 150 
sheets of 240 stamps, that is to say, 36,000, of the rose stamps were printed of 
which only two-thirds were used. The number of stamps printed in red, 
which were in use from 1856 to 1858, is also estimated at 100 sheets, or 24,000. 

The great rarity of these stamps, which is in part due to the small quan- 
tity issued, may also be explained by the manner in which they were used 
under the existing regulations. 

We must, in fact, bear in mind that not only were these stamps sold to 
editors of newspapers, but besides that, with the exception of the blue stamp, 
they were applied only on packages addressed to the post offices, where the 
stamps quite naturally disappeared at the same time that the wrapper was 
removed from the parcels in which the copies were wrapped. 

It could therefore only happen by accident that any of these stamps 
reached the hands of the public, and to these facts may be attributed their 
excessive rarity. Asis well known, the rarest of all is the 6kr red stamp 
which ranks among one of the greatest rarities known to stamp collectors. 

These arguments will not apply to the blue stamp, as, during the eight 
years in which it remained in use, this particular one was regularly received 
by a number of} subscribers whose newspapers were sent under separate 
wrapper, instead/of being included in the larger packages. 
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The Australian Commonwealth. 


Messrs. Smyth & Nicolle have sent us a copy of the Daily Telegraph, 
of Sydney, N. S. W., of December 22d, and it contains some interesting in- 
formation in regard to the steps which are now being taken for the union of 
the postal service of the different colonies, which have united under the 
name of the “ Australian Commonwealth.” The most important item refers 
to a recommendation, that the existing supply of postage stamps of {the 
different colonies be utilized for the present and be overprinted “ A. C.” «ist 

We publish herewith the extracts, which will prove of interest to our 
readers : 

“ The report of the permanent heads of the Post and Telegraph Depart- 
ments of the Federating Colonies, who met in conference in Sydney ‘on 
November 15, and sat until December 14, is available. It is a comprehensive 
document with numerous appendices, and will be considered by the Ministeral 
heads of the departments at a conference in Melbourne in February next. 

PENNY PosTAGE. 

The important question of penny postage throughout the Commonwealth 
and the British Empire was considered. The annual loss of revenue to each 
State by the adoption of a penny postage within the Commonwealth, allow- 
ing for no increase of correspondence, would approximately amount to 
£295,586, of which New South Wales’ share would reach £83,000; while 
the iurther loss by extending the penny postage to the United Kingdom 
would come to £20,924, of which New South Wales would suffer to the ex- 
tentof £8,000. The aggregate loss would thus be about £316,510. Against 

this, however, there would probably be a gain of £45,000 per annum by 
imposing a postage on newspapers in those States which now carry, on certain 
conditions, newspapers free, namely New South Wales, West Australia, and 
Tasmania. Moreover the reduced rates on letters would, it is hoped, result 
in a large increase of correspondence. In view of the loss no definite re- 
commendation is made in regard to this matter. 


STAMPS, 

Several suggestions respecting the issue of Federal postage stamps have 
been made, and one proposal was that a special set of postage stamps should 
be issued, the design of which should be symbolical of the birth of the Com- 
monwealth ; that these stamps should be procurable for a period of, say, 
three months, and the proceeds from their sale, or a portion thereof, be 
devoted towards the establishment of a public institution, such as a hospital 
in the Federal city Itis pointed out that under the Washington Convention, 
so-called commemorative postage stamps of temporary validity, such as those 
for hospital purposes, could not be used for correspondence outside the 
colony of origin, and in the opinion of the conference there are obvious 
financial difficulties in the way of issuing Federal postage stamps before the 
transfer of the Postal Departments to the Government of the Commonwealth. 

The issue of a new halfpenny postage stamp in each State to commemo 
rate the contemplated visit of the Duke and Duchess of York is recommended, 
the design of the stamp being a bust of the Duke of York. 

It is further recommended: (1) That, pending the introduction of 
special postage stamps and postal notes upon the transfer of the post offices 
to the Federal Government, all postage stamps and postal notes of the federat- 
ing colonies be valid within any part of the Commonwealth ; and (2) that 
all such postage stamps and postal notes be over-printed with the letters. 
“A.C.” (Australian Commonwealth),” 
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Looking Backward. 





By A. F, Basset HULL. 


From Zhe Australian Philatelist. 





To day Time drops the curtain on the final scene of the closing century, 
and to morrow a newcentury begins and brings with it the commencement of 
a new era in Australian Philately. The five mainland Colonies and the is- 
land colony of Tasmania will be united in bonds more indissoluble than those 
of wedlock, as a Commonwealth under the British Crown. 

Although the separate State issues of postage stamps will not immediatey 
cease, very few months will elapse before they will all be superseded by one 
uniform series for the whole Commonwealth. At one time in the recent past, 
fears were maintained by worthy, and hopes by unworthy philatelists, that 
something in the way of a commemorative issue would be put forth to mark 
the occasion, either by one or even all of the Colonies However, it is now 
too late to take such steps, and all concerned are to be sincerely congratulated 
that no further blots are to be placed on the page of Australia’s philatelic 
history. 

For all practical purposes, then, the collector may now cry ‘‘é finita!" and 
place the finial on the pillar of Australian issues. And what a grand column 
they make—the Sidney Views forming the base, the Victorians with enthroned 
Queen the dado, the 1853 Van Diemen’s land the surbase, the beautiful Per- 
kins & Bacon’s steel engravings of all the Colonies forming the plinth; with 
torus and fillet of Victorian local electrotypes, surmounted by the long shaft 
of Dela Rue's electrotypes, and with capital and entablature of locally 
designed and engraved surface prints, the varying origin of which may fairly 
be divided into the astragal, gorgerin, ovolo, abacus, and cavetto of the column 
with, perhaps, the Tasmanian pictorials as a corona ! 

Some of the greatest men amongst philatelists have made Australian 
stamps their especial study, and many long and animated controversies have 
been conducted in the philatelic journals over disputed points and knotty 
problems resulting from the close examination of the Sydney Views, Laureates, 
Van Diemen's land copperplates, and other early Australian issues. Pemberton, 
Philbrick, Tapling, Castle—all names to conjure with—have devoted many 
days, many years of study in the endeavour to elucidate some of the greater 

roblems as to method of production, types to the plate, retouches, date of 
issue, and the hundred and one other points of interest to the student. Page 
after page has been written, ingenious theories have been propounded—in 
some cases to be ruthlessly demolished by the discovery of a chance official 
record, in others to be amply proved by the unearthing of some long forgotten 
and battered plate; and vast numbers of specimens have been accumulated 
for purposes of comparison, and dispersed again when they had served their 
purpose. 

What fortunes, too, have been spent and made in the purchase and sale 
of “old Australians.” The great price of £10,000 realized for one collection 
has been exceeded in only one instance, and that by the sale of the same 
collector's Europeans—a group containing infinitely more rarities. How 
many of us are able to recall some transaction wherein Australians were ac- 
quired by us at wonderfully low prices and eventually disposed of at wonder- 
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fully high rates! How many of us, too, would like to spend more money 
than we can afford in the purchase of some beautiful copies we have seen, 
and which we feel sure will never depreciate in value ? 

Perhaps no separate group has ever enjoyed the same long period of 
popularity, or suffered so comparatively little from real ‘‘ slumps” as the Aus- 
tralian group. Great Britain has always been popular, and has never 
“slumped ” appreciably, but then the United Kingdom can hardly be called 
a “ group;” nor can the United States of America be included in the same 
category, as it is but one stamp issuing country. In using the term, I intend 
it to apply only to the postal emissions of a number of separate stamp issuing 
countries which politically or geographically are grouped together. 

The literature of Australian stamps is comparatively large, and fortun- 
ately most of the official records have been, at one time or another rendered 
available to the chronicler. The London Philatelic Society's publication, 
* Oceania,” undoubtedly did much to stimulate research, although in itself it 
was a monument of philatelic lore. For many years the Colonies have had a 
philatelic journal of their own—the paper in which this article appears having 
existed (though under two names) for upwards of thirteen years. 

Amongst the various Australian issues some of the most beautiful designs 
are to be found, though there is nothing exclusively or distinctively Aus- 
tralian about these which were the work of an English artist, who also 
produced designs for some of the other British Colonies. On the other hand, 
there are many commonplace, and even ugly designs, but all possess some 
curious or interesting history, and all are sought for and valued when in fine 
unused condition. 

Although adhesive stamps have only been in use in Australia for one 
year over the half century, it must not be forgotten that an effort was made 
to adopt the system of prepayment by means of a ‘‘stamp” on the 
plan suggested by Sir Rowland Hill, two years before the same plan was 
adopted in Great Britain. In 1838, New South Wales issued a letter sheet or 
envelope impressed with the Post Office seal, which was sold at a reduction 
on the ordinary town postal rate, aud prepaid postage over the 2d postage 
area. Unfortunately, this impression was devoid both of expressed value 
and definite color —two factors which have done much to lessen its popu- 
larity as a postage stamp. Nevertheless, the fact remains that the oldest 
colony of the group preceded the mother country in offering a cheaper rate 
as an inducement to prepay postage, and in donating such prepayment by an 
official symbol differing from any mark or inscription .previously used for the 
purpose. 

There have been some blots on the pages of our history, and no one is 
more ready than the writer to acknowledge that they were caused almost 
entirely by self-styled philatelists, who were really only stamp speculators 
The first great blow to values was struck by the exposure of the Laureated 
reprints, which were made by a collector who at one time posed as a philate- 
list of transcendental purity of motive. The second dent in the philatelic 
escutcheon was caused by the New South Wales O. S. reprints, which were 
made to meet the demands of some collectors; and others resulted from the 
Victorian Stamp Office frauds, the Western Australian 34d. reprints the 
Victorian reprints, and latterly the issue of Hospital and War stamps, sold at 
prices far above their expressed face value, has done much to render Aus- 
tralians unpopular amongst philatelic purists. 

Of forgeries there have been comparatively few, and of these there are 
hardly any of a dangerous character. “ Fakes” and frauds of other kinds 
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are by no means absent from our history, but fortunately the fierce light of 
publicity has been thrown on most of them, and they can easily be detected 
by the expert. Amongst these may be named the fiscals with fraudulent 
postmarks; the chemical changelings, the cleaned and regummed used stamps, 
and other irregular articles that are not exclusively found in Australia ! 

There can be no doubt that the news of the great political change to be 
consummated to-morrow has already influenced the feelings of collectors 
largely in favor of Australia, and it is a significant fact that one of the 
greatest of English collectors has again returned to his old love, and recom- 
menced a collection of the stamps of Australia. 

To those who have never specialized in Australians, or who have 
allowed their interest in the group to wane, I would offer a word of advice:— 


COLLECT AUSTRALIANS 











Orange Free State. 





1D ON DrReEr PENCE. 





By Joun W. JONEs. 
From Zhe Philatelic Record. 


Now that the erstwhile Orange Free State has become a fully fledged 
British colony, an interest has arisen in the various issues such as has never 
been known before, especially in the numerous provisionals issued from time 
to time. 

Unfortunately, few, if any, specialists gave heed to these and the many 
minor varieties and types connected therewith at the time of issue, and to the 
multitude they were caviare, consequently many varieties well worthy of study 
are practically unknown, and I fear the Bloemfontein records, if any, will 
hardly help us as to the style of setting, quantities issued, and method of 
production. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that all the stamps (the production 
of Messrs. De la Rue & Co.) were printed in sheets of 240, consisting of four 
panes of 60 stamps each, but as to the overprinting with provisional value 
very little authentic information is forthcoming. 

Having devoted some time to the study of these stamps, I am enabled 
to supply a few facts concerning them which may be of interest, and helpful 
tc those who are taking up the stamps of our new colony. I may say by the 
wiy of preface that practically all the overprinting was done on an old- 
fashioned platen press by C. Borckenhagen & Co., Express Office, Bloemfontein. 

Normally two panes, right and left, were overprinted in one operation, 
the sheets being folded for the purpose, but in some few instances all four 
panes were surcharged in one operation. For the prerent I propose to con- 
fine myself to a few remarks concerning the 1rd on Drie pence—these stamps 
are found normally with a thick figure, sloping serif—less commonly a similar 
figure with straight serif, or a very thin figure with thin straight serif—or 
none at all, probably due to defective printing—varieties may also be found 
with ‘‘1qd” wide spread, “14,” d dropped, in various positions, and with 
double surcharge. The double surcharge must have been caused by two 
panes being overprinted twice. 

Of the 1d on Drie pence there were two distinct issues in which not only 
is the type of a totally distinct setting, but there are marked variations in the 
style of the type and even in the stamps themselves. 

The normal or commonest setting consists of a right and left pane of 60, 
the lower panes being exactly the same as the upper except in one instance, 
to which I shall presently allude. 

The left pane contains no errors and consists mainly of the commonest 
type, all being so except rst Row No. 6, 3rd Row No. 5, 4th Row No. 4, 6th 
Row and roth Row No. 6, which have thin figures and straight serif, and 
No. 4 in Row 6, which has the larger figure and straight serifs. 

“yw The right pane contains the well-known wider spaced variety, “1d,” 
being the second stamp in the top row. The “ 1g,” dropped d is the 6th 
stamp in the sth row. This last appears to have been corrected before the 
lower panes were overprinted, as although I have seen several sheets I have 
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not seen a dropped “d” in the lower pane and shall be glad to know if it has 
been so found. 

In Row 4 No. 6 is acurious deformed figure 1, but the rest of the stamps 
are all normal except Row 1 No. 4, Row2 No. 3, Row3 No. 6, Row 6 No. 3, 
Row 8 No. 6, which have thin straight serif figures, and Row 3 Nos. 1 and 3, 
Row 5 No. 3, Row 10 Nos. 1 and 5, which have the larger figure and straight 
serif. 

The next printing and, I think, very much rarer, contains no errors, and 
appears to have been printed in right and left panes half a sheet at a time. 
It is principally noticeable for the number of thin straight serif figures it con- 
tains and the stamps themselves are evidently from a different printing to 
those first described, being of a decided milky blue. 


Stray Notes on Transvaals. 





By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL. 





Mr. E. D. Bacon’s DIscoveERiss. 


From Philatelic Record. 


Mr. E. D. Bacon contributes to the November number of the Zondon 
Philatelist what are termed “‘some new discoveries in the First South African 
Republic Stamps.” 


The One Shilling Yellow-Green on hard-surfaced Paper.—Mr. Bacon 
writes: ‘‘I have been recently shown by Mr. R. B. Yardley, a very keen 
Philatelist, an uncatalogued variety of the First South African Republic one 
shilling value that he has discovered. The stamp in question, which is un- 
used, is printed on hard-surfaced white wove paper, like that of Nos. 42 and 
42a of Stanley Gibbons’ Catalogue. It is yellow-green in color, is imperforate, 
and has yellowish gum. The one penny on this paper has been known for 
many years, the six pence has since been found, and now we have the one 
shilling to add to the set.” 

I have not seen the stamp in question, but the description appears to 
dispose of its claim to be catalogued as the last printed 1s. of the First Repub- 
lic on Aard-surfaced paper. 1 have in my collection unused pairs, strips, and 
blocks of the 1d and 6d on hard-surfaced paper, and in every case the gum 
is a pure white. I have also the 1rd, 6d, and 1s on coarse soft paper in pairs 
and blocks, unused, and in every case the gum is a pure white. I have seen 
other copies of both these varieties, and the gum has always been a pure white. 
Now the first local shilling, which was printed by Viljoen, in color bears a 
close resemblance to the last, or yellow-green, shilling. But the first local 
shilling is on hard paper, which, by a little pressure, might be given the ap- 
pearance of the hard-surfaced paper of the later printing, and the gum is 
yellowish, and on no other shilling is it yellowish, that I have ever seen. I 
therefore doubt the genuineness of Mr. Yardley’s “ discovery.” At the same 
time, I may add, there is no reason why such a stamp should not exist. The 
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yellow gum, however, seems to me to be fatal to Mr. Bacon's identification 
I know of no yellow gum subsequent to Viljoen’s printing, of which it was a 
distinguishing charateristic. 


The Borrius Shilling Imperforate.—Mr. Bacon further calls attention to 
another uncatalogued variety that he has come across during the last few 
months, viz., a Borrius shilling imperforate. This is an old acquaintance. 
I have had a copy for many years, but as I believe Borrius fine rouletted 
most, if not all, of his stamps, I shall not include an imperforate shilling until 
I have seen an imperforate pair. And I submit that it is unwise to catalogue 
imperforate copies of any stamp of which the normal condition is rouletted 
or perforated, on any evidence other than imperforate pairs. 


Borrius 3d Imperforate-—Mr. Bacon says he has also seen several used 
imperforate specimens including pairs, of the three pence of Borrius printing 
Here Mr. Bacon furnishes the evidence that has been wanting to justify the 
cataloguing of an imperforate variety. 1 have several single copies imper 
forate, but_no imperforate pair. All the same, I should like to see a pair. 


The German Threepence-—On the other hand, Mr. Bacon does not 
believe the threepence printed in Germany was ever issued for postal use in 
the Transvaal in an imperforate condition. I havea used pair, despite which 
I am inclined to agree with Mr. Bacon that these stamps were probably not 
sent to the Transvaal for postal use imperforate. At the same time we have 
no sufficient evidence to decide aye or nay. Mr. Jeppe, the then Postmaster 
General, told Mr. Tamsen “that he had samples (proofs) of these stamps 
early in 1870, and that he wrote to the dealers and collectors who applied for 
supplies to apply direct to the printer in Germany, who would send them the 
stamps at face value. He also wrote to Mr. Otto in 1870, authorising him to 
sell to certain parties, giving names and stating quantities ordered, at face 
value, and to credit the moneys so received against his account for plates and 
stamps. And in conformity with this permission dealers were apparently 
supplied even before stock was sent to the Transvaal. They were, in fact, 
circulating in Europe as early as January, 1870, but were not received in the 
Transvaal till sixteen months later.” The first copies were chronicled by the 
Philatelic journals in Feb., 1870, as imperforate. But the German printers 
must also have supplied the dealers with rouletted copies, for in August, 1870, 
the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine chronicles the roulette. Mr. Tamsen tells us 
that the supply sent out with the plates is given in the official records as 8,000, 
and that the color is lilac ; but he adds there is no evidence to show whether 
they were rouletted or not. 
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Canapa.—In our last number we referred to a rumor that the high 
values of the Jubilee issue were to be surcharged “7 cents”, for use on in- 
land registered letters. We have now been informed, on reliable authority, 
that no such use or abuse of the stamps is intended, but that the‘continued 
use of the existing supply for bulk rate newspaper postage has been definitely 
determined upon. 
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New ZEALAND.—The current one penny stamp of the picture} series 

comes in two distinct shades or colors, namely, in carmine and in rose. 
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S1aM.—The Nassau Stamp Co. has shown us the 1 atts on 64 atts (our 
No. 25), with inverted surcharged. 
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CorEA.—We illustrate five varieties of the new issue in addition to those 
which we have peevianny shown. 
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GERMAN Orrfices IN Morocco.—We illustrate three types of surcharge 
a on these stamps. 
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MozaMBiQueE Company.—We find that we have failed to illustrate the 
two provisional stamps chronicled in our September number. We present 
them herewith. 
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RouMANia.—We have now received a sheet of the 1 bani on rose paper, 


which was announced sometime ago. 


We find that the stamps are water- 


marked in blocks of 25 with the arms of Roumania, inscribed at top REGATUL 
ROMANIE with a large letter “‘r” at each end of the inscription. The design 


of the watermark is a rather pretty one. 








UNITED STATES.—Mr. M. C. 
Berlepsch has shown us two varieties 
of the Adams & Co’s Express locals, 
hitherto unchronicled. They consist 
of Type L2 of the Standard catalogue, 
surcharged in three lines “‘Over—our 
California—Lines only ’’ and a manu- 
script surcharge, consisting, in the 
one case, of the two initials “ L. R.” 
and, in the other, of the three initials 
“1... 0" 

We have been shown the Western 
Union frank for 1901, the design 
remaining the same as in 1900. 

Mr. H. E. Deats has shown us the 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Co. frank for 
1901, which is of the same design as 
those of previous years. 

Telegraph stamps. 

Perforated. 

Western Union, brown 

Postal Telegraph-Cable Co., sea 
green 

Local stamps. 

Imperforate. 

Adams & Co's Express. 
asc black, red surcharge 
| Seta i r variety of 

initials. 

BERMUDA. —We are informed 
that a farthing rate for newspapers 
was recently determined upon and 
that the 4%d was surcharged “ 4d.” 
Only a small quantity was issued and 
the original value was exhausted with- 
in a day or two of its appearance. 











No doubt further provisional or reg- 
ular 4d stamps will soon have to be 
forthcoming. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perf. 14. 


Y%p on Mp green 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRIOA.— 


The Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung 
states that the colors of the current 
1, 4and 6p stamps have been changed. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perf. 14. 

Ip carmine, Arms in gray violet 
4p olive green “ % m 
6p brown 


“ ee “é 


—_— 


OAMBROONS.—We have received 
the new stamps for this colony, as 
well as those for the other German 
possessions. We illustrate the types 
under this colony, all the colonies 
employing the same designs. 

Adhesive stamps. 





Perforated. 
3pf bistre brown 
spf green 














1opf carmine 
2opf ultramarine 
2spf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
40pf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
8opf lake and black on rose 

1m carmine 

2m blue 

3m black violet 

5m slate and carmine 





OAROLINE ISLANDS.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
3p{ bistre brown 
spf green 
ropf carmine 
zopf ultramarine 
aspf orange and black on yellow 
3opf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
8opf lake and black on rose 
1m carmine 
2m blue 
3m black violet 
5m slate and carmine 





OBILE.—It is evident that no 
new supply of the sc postage stamp 
has as yet reached this country, as 
we have just received the 30c rose 
carmine, in the old type, surcharged 
in black with a large figure “5”. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Surcharged 





Rouletted. 
5c On 30c rose carmine 
COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. — We 
have received a number of new var- 
ieties of the River and Railroad Pos- 
tal Service envelopes. 


River Postal Service envelope, 
Size 148 x 81mm. 

5c black on white 
Size 152 x gomm. 

roc black on orange 
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Railroad Postal Service envelope. 
Size 152 x 87 mm. 
5c red on cream 
Panama.—Another provisional 
stamp has been issued here, the 5c 
postage stamp having been surcharged 
“A. R. Colon Colombia”, in violet 
in three lines. 
Provisional registration stamp. 
Perforated. 
5c blue, violet surcharge 





COSTA RICOA.—A new and very 
handsome set of stamps has appeared, 
which we list below. The higher 
values are in “colones”, the colon 
being the same as the Costa Rican 
peso. The 1 colon did not reach us 
in time for illustration in this number. 

Adhesive stamps. 


(COSTA RICA) 
rs; s dp 
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Perforated. 
1c green and black 
2c vermilion and black 
sc gray blue and black 
roc ochre and black 
2oc lake and black 
soc lilac and dark blue 
1 colon olive bistre and black 
2 colones carmine rose and dark 


green 
5 “ _ brown and black 
10 6 “*’_~_—s yellow green and red 





ORBTH.—The 20 and s50l have 
appeared in new colors, and, at the 
same time, we are informed that the 
values from 251 upward are now 
issued without the surcharge. We 
are not, however, certain that the un- 
surcharged stamps have as yet been 
placed on sale, and hence we with- 
hold our chronicle of them. 


Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 


2ol orange 
sol ultramarine 


Soudan.—We have received speci- 
mens of a new set of unpaid letter 
stamps. 





Watermarked Star and Crescent. 
Perforated. 

2m orange brown and black 

4m blue green and brown 





1om violet and blue green 
20m carmine and ultramarine 


BOUADOR.—The colors of the 1, 
2,5 and roc stamps of the current 
issue have been changed. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

1c scarlet and black 
2c green and black 

5c gray lilac and black 
roc dull blue and black 





German Offices in the Levant.— 
In our November number, we chron- 
icled the new series, surcharged 
on the current issue of German 
stamps, and we find that there are 
three values in addition to those 
listed by us. We illustrate all the 
types. 


Adhesive stamps. 





Perforated. 
Black surcharge. 
1% pi on 30pf orange and black on 
yellow 

















2pi on 4opf lake and black 
25pi on smk black and carmine 


GERMAN BAST AFRIOCA.—In this 
colony the values are expressed in 
pesas and rupees. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

2p bistre brown 

3P green 

5p carmine 

10p ultramarine 

15p orange and black on yellow 
20p carmine and black 
25p purple and black on salmon 
40p lake and black on rose 

1r claret 

2r yellow green 

3r scarlet and slate 


GERMAN SOUTH WEST AFRIOA. 
Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

3pf bistre brown 

spf green 
1opf carmine 
2opf ultramarine 
25pf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
Sopf lake and black on rose 

Im Carmine 

2m blue 

3m black violet 

5m slate and carmine 


GERMAN NEW GUINEA.— 
Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

3pf bistre brown 

spf green 

ropf carmine 

2opf ultramarine 

25pf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 

sopf purple and black on salmon 
Sopf lake and black on rose 


1m carmine 

zm blue 

3m black violet 

5m slate and carmine 


GRENADA.—The /PAilatelic 
Chronicle and Advertiser reports the 
appearance of a 1d stamped envelope. 
The stamp is in the ordinary type, 
impressed in red. 

Envelope. 

Size 54x4% inches. 
1p red 


HUNGARY.—The current set has 
been increased by a 2 kronen value, 
in the design of the 1 and 3 kronen. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 
2kr blue 


Ohamba.— The carmine 3 pies stamp 
has now been surcharged for this 
State. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Watermarked Star. 
Perf. 14, 
3p carmine, black surcharge 


EKIAUOHOU.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
3pf bistre brown 
5pf green 
1opf carmine 
zopf ultramarine 
25pf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
Sopf lake and black on rose 
1m carmine 
2m blue 
3m black violet 
5m slate and carmine 
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MAOCAO.—The following new val- 
ues have been added to the current 
series. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

5a dark brown 
10a slate blue 
15a pale olive green 
20a brown on yellowish paper 
78a black on blue paper, figures of 
value in red 





MALTA.—As we suspected, the 
stamp which had been announced by 
our European contemporaries as a 
tsh 4d turns out to be a 1 farthing. 
How the other journals could ever 
have obtained the impression that it 
was a 1sh 4d stamp is almost inex- 
plicable to us, as the stamp has no 
inscription except ‘‘ Malta” above 
and “1 farthing” below. The de- 
sign represents a view of the harbor 
of Valetta. 


Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked Crown and C. A. 


* MALTA *# 


ge. a Te 


4 





YOR, 


ONE FARTHING 


Perforated 14. 
1f red brown 


MARIANNA ISLANDS. 


Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

3pf bistre brown 

Spf green 
1opf carmine 
2opf ultramarine 
25pf orange and black on yellow 
3opf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
8opf lake and black on rose 

1m carmine 

2m blue 





3m black violet 
5m slate and carmine 





MARSHALL ISLANDS.— 
Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

3pf bistre brown 

spf green 
1opf carmine 
2opf ultramarine 
25pf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
8opf lake and black on rose 

1m carmine 

2m blue 

3m black violet 

5m slate and carmine 





SALVADOR.—It appears that this 
republic has finally wearied of its 
numerous provisional issues, as we 
have just received a letter prepaid by 
stamps of the same design as the issue 
of 1899, with the date changed to 
1900. Those received by us are sur- 
charged “ Franqueo Oficial”, but we 
assume that a new set will appear for 
regular use as well. 

Official stamps. 

Perforated. 

Surcharged “ Franqueo Oficial ”’ in 
oval. 

3c black 

sc blue 





SPAIN.—We have now received 
the entire set in the’new design, ‘ref 


erence to which was made sometime 


ago. 
Adhesive stamps. 








aN tt Nn hs se NETS Po! 








Payee, oe 





Perforated. 

2c bistre brown 

5c dark green 
roc red 
15c blue black 
zoc greenish black 
25c blue 
30c blue green 
40c Olive bistre 
5oc slate green 

tp lake 

4p dark violet 
1op brown orange 


SAMOA,— 
Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

3pf bistre brown 

spf green 
1opf carmine 
zopf ultramarine 
25pf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
Sopf lake and black on rose 

1m carmine 

2m blue 

3m black violet 

5m slate and carmine 


TIMOR.—The current series has 
been enriched by the addition of the 
following values : 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
10a slate blue 
20a brown on yellowish paper 
78a black on blue paper, figures or 
value in red 
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TOGO.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
3pf bistre brown 
spf green 
ropf carmine 
zopf ultramarine 
25pf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
4opf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
8opf lake and black on rose 
1m carmine 
2m blue 
3m black violet 
5m slate and carmine 
TUREBY.—Last year we announced 
a change in the color of the 20 paras 
adhesive postage stamp, and we now 
find that the stamp in the new color 
has also been surcharged for use on 
newspapers. 
Newspaper stamp. 
Perforated. 
zopa brown violet, black surcharge 





URUGUAY.—New 1, 5c and 1oc 
stamps in very handsome desighs 
have been issued. 


Adhesive stamps. 








Perforated. 


1c green 
5c blue 
10c gray lilac 





































The Collectors Club. 


35! FourtH AvENvuE, N. Y. 


The 62nd meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the club 
house on Monday evening, January 14th, 1gor. 

Present, Messrs. Adreini, Calman, Low, Luff, Scott and Perrin. 

In the absence of the President, the Vice-President called the meeting 
to order.at 8.30 p. m. 

The minutes of the two previous meetings were read and approved. 

A number of communications were read by the secretary. 

The Treasurer's report showing a cash balance in bank on January rst, 
1901, of $1,634.65 was read and approved. 

The Treasurer reported also that since January rst, 1901, a bond had 
been purchased. The report of the House Committee was received and read 

The Secretary was requested to write to the delinquent members and 

stock-holders calling attention of their default since October ist, r900, and 
quoting section 4 of the by-laws. 
_... The special Committee reported that they had made the investment for 
the club as authorized purchasing a $1,000 West Shore 4 per cent. bond due 
in,the year 2361. and guaranteed by the New York Central, the cost of said 
bond being $1,140; approved. 

Moved by Mr. Luff, seconded and carried that the Board make an 
appropiation of the sum of $100 to the Literary Committee to be used for the 
purchase, binding, etc., of books and papers during the year. 

The Treasurer was authorized to renew the lease of the club house for 
another year at the same rental. 

The names of two of the applicants for membership to the club having 
been. posted the required length of time, their names were balloted upon and 
Méssrs. Phillips and Ward were declared to have been unanimously elected 
subscribing members. 

The following application was received and posted on the bulletin board. 

W. F. Gurley, Chicago, Ill., subscribing member. 

Proposed by Alex. Holland, Seconded by P. M. Wolsieffer. 

Adjourned at 9.35 p. m. ALBERT Perrin, Secrtary 


The 63rd meeting of the Board of Govenors was held at the Club House, 
Monday evening, February 11, 1901. 

Present ; Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Low, Luff, Scott and Perrin. 

The meeting was called to order at 8.30 p. m. with President Bruner in 
the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read. 

A number of communications were read by the Secretary. 

The resignation of Mr. Hunter was accepted and the Treasurer authorized 
to transfer his share of stock to Mr. Kiemann. 

The Treasurer’s report showing a cash balance in bank of $460.51 ex- 
clusive of $1,000 bond was read and approved. 

The report of the House Committee was accepted as read. 

The names of Messrs. Brown, Chittenden, Greene, Lyons, Richardson 
and Williams were dropped from the membership roll, they have failed to pay 
their dues though three notices have been mailed to each of them. 

The President reported having appointed the following committees to 
serve during the present year : 






























































EXECUTIVE. 
H. L. Calman, J. O. Hobby, J. W. George. 
HOwusE. 
ohn N. Luff, Albert Perrin, J. W. Scott, G.E. Jones, G. R. Tuttle. 
AMUSEMENT. 
Jos. J. O’Donohue, Jr., Julius Herzog, Wm. Kundson, 
Jas. H. Stebbins, Jr.. Jos. B. Leavy. 
AUDITING. 
J. M. Andreini, Wm. Thorne, Henry Clotz 
LITERARY. 
Jos. S. Rich, H. E. Deats, F. E. P. Lynde. 


MEMBERSHIP. 
Lyman H. Low. Wm. A. Smith, Jr., W. F. Gregory, 
A. Krassa, J. C. Morgenthau. 

The name of Mr. W. F. Gurley having been posted the required length 
of time, his name was balloted upon and he was declared unanimously elected 
a subscribing member of the Club. Adjourned at 1o p. m. 

ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 


Staten Island Philatelic Society. 
BRANCH OF A. P. A. 


The 207th meeting of the Staten Island Philatelic Society was held at 
Manstell’s Hotel, Stapleton, S. I., on Thursday, Dec. 18th, 1900, and was 
called to order at 8.25 P. M. 

The following members were present: President J. W. Sittig in the 
Chair, Messrs. Oscar Dejonge, Adolph Lienhardt, Robt. Benary, Eugene 
Angell, H. Kessler, A. R. Richter and Robert S. Lehman. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted. 

The Executive Committee report favorably upon the nomination of Mr. 
Constantine Dascalakis, cf Athens, Greece and Mr. J. L. Browne, of Engle- 
wood, N. J., whose candidacy was then ballotted upon. 

The ballot showed that both gentlemen were unanimously elected. 

A letter was received from Mr. Chas. Schoeffel contents of which were 
noted with pleasure. 

Several periodicals were received from various parties which were placed 
in the library. Thanks are tendered to the kind donors. 

An exhibition of stamps followed, many rare copies being shown especial- 
ly by the Exchange Manager, who had a fine assortment of circuit books on 
hand. The meeting adjourned at 10.15 P. M. Rost. S. LEHMAN, Sec’y. 





The 208th meeting of the Staten Island Philateltc Society was held at 
Menstell’s Hotel, Stapleton, S. 1., January 15, 1901. 

The meeting was called to order at 830 Pp. M., with the President Mr. 
J. W. Sittig in the Chair, Messrs. Adolph Lienhardt, Oscar Dejonge, Eugene 
Angell and Hugo Kessler present. 

Owing to the absence of the Secretary, Mr. Angell was appointed to act 
as such pro fem. 

The proposal for membership by Mr. Lehman of Mr. Vahan M. Essayan, 
Constantinople, Turkey, was referred to the Executive Committee. 
. Correspondence received through Mr. C. Witt, N. Y. City, a letter from 
“ Verein ftir Briefmarken-Kunde,” Kiel, Germany, inviting participation in 
the “ Vertrauliches Corresponding blatt.” 





Many philatelic papers were received with thanks to the senders. 
Adjournment followed at 9.40 P. M. 

Exhibition of a lot of fine stamps by various members took place. 
Next meeting February 19th, r901. EUGENE ANGELL, Sec'y pro fem. 


National Philatelical Society. 


O at. BOARD FOR THE YEAR 1901 


\ 
’ 

The 399th meeting of the Society was held on February 12th, rgor, in 
the Society’s room at the Collectors Club. In the absence of the President, 
Mr. J. W. Scott occupied the chair. 

The Nominating Committee nominated Mr. W. F. Gregory for President, 
Mr. George R. Tuttle for Treasurer, Mr. J. W. George for Secretary, and 
Messrs. J. N. Luff, P. F. Bruner, J. N. T. Levick and A. Krassa for Trustees 
for the ensuing year. On motion the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for each and the candidates were declared duly elected. 

The Treasurer was instructed to pay to the Collectors Club $45 on ac- 
count of rent. Thereport of the Treasurer was read and on motion accepted 
and placed on file. It was moved and carried that Article 7 of the constitu 
tion be suspended. 

The President appointed the following committees for the year of rgo1: 

Entertainment: J. M. Andreini, J. A. Klemann, J. N. Luff; Finannce: 
P..F. Bruner, J. C. Morgenthau, A. Krassa; House: A. Perrin, P. G. Doane, 
Jos. S. Rich ; Membership: J. O. Hobby, J. W. Scott, J. N. T. Levick 
Exchange Manager: George R. Tuttle ; Librarian: Jos. S. Rich. 

J. W. GEorGeE, Sec} 
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January 3rd.—Display.—West Indies—by Mr. W. Pimm. 

The following were unanimously elected members: Miss L. A. Blogg, 
Messrs. J. W. Gillespie, J. Leonard, C. Wells, J. E. J. Stoye!, E. C. Baxter 
F. Fisher, J. J. Foster, J. P., G. C. Rowe, 

It was decided that the next auction should extend over two nights Feb. 
14th and 15th and that advertisements should be included in the catalogue. 

It was unanimously decided to provide photographic albums for the 
photos of members and every member is herewith cordially invited to send 
his or her photo, cabinet or carte de visit sizes for inclusion in same, and 
each one is requested to sign their autograph across the corner. Every mem- 
ber present promised to send his as a start towards what should be a very 
interesting collection. 

Mr. W. Pimm then gave a display of his fine collection of West Indies, 
parts of which have been awarded several medals at the various exhibitions, 
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